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as an afs, than dreaded as a Hon. This is the general charafter of 
ariftocracy, or what are called Nobles or Nobility, or rather 
No-ability, in all countries. < # | 

The plan of the mal-contents confifted now of two things ; either ! 
to deliberate and vote by chambers, (or orders), more efpecially 
on all queftions refpefting a conftitution, (by which the ariftocra- 
tical chamber would have had a negative on any. article of the 
conftitution) ; or, in cafe they could not accorriplilh this objeft, 
to overthrow the National Aflembly entirely. 

To effect one or other of thefe objefts, they began now to cul- » 
tivate a friendfhip with the defpotifm they had hitherto attempted f 
to rival, and the Count D’ Artois became their chief. The King 
(who has fince declared himfelf deceived into their.meafures) held, 
according to the old form, a Bed of Jufiice, in which he accorded 
to the deliberation and vote par tete (by head) upon feveral fub- 
jefts ; but referved the deliberation and vote upon all queftions 
refpeding a conftitution, to the three chambers Separately. This J 
declaration of the King was made againft tlie advice of M. Neckar, 
who now begar to perceive that he was growing out of falhion at 
Court, and that another minifter was in contemplation. 

As the form of fitting in feparate chambers was yet apparently 
kept up, though effentially deftroyed, the national reprefentatives, 
immediately after this declaration of the. King, reforted to their 
own chambers to confult on a proteft againft it ; and the minority ! 
of the chamber (calling itfelf the Nobles), who had joined the 
national caufe, retired to a private houfe to confult iri like manner. 

The mal-contents had by this time concerted their meafures wdth 
the Court, which Count D’Artois undertook to conduft ; and as 
they faw from the difeontent which the declaration excited, and 
the oppolition making againft it, that they could not obtain a con- 
troul over the intended conftitution by a feparate vote, they pre- 
pared themfelves for their final objeft- that of confpiring againft 
the National Aflembly, and overthrowing it. 

The next morning, the door of the chamber of the National 
Aflembly was fhut againft them, and guarded by troops; and the 
Members were refufed admittance On this, they withdrew to a 
tennis- oround in the neighbourhood of Verfailles, as the moil 
convenier t place they could find, and, after renewing their feflion, 
took an u«tii' never to feparate from each other, under any circum- 
ftance whatever, death excepted, until they had eftablifhed a con- 
ftitution. As the experiment of fhutting up the houfe had no 
other effeft than that of producing a clofer connexion in the Mem. 
hers, it was opened again the next day, and the public bufinef 
recommenced in the.ufual place. 

We now are to have in view the forming of the new Miniftry, 
which was to accomplish the overthrow of the National Aflembly. 

But as force would be neceflary, orders were iftiied to aflemble 
thirty thoufand troops, the command of which was given to 
Bru^fio, one of the new-intended Miniftry, who was recalled 
from the country for this purpofe. But as iome management was 
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•ftfeEefiary to keep this plan concealed till the moment it ftiould be', 
ready for execution, it is to this policy that a declaration made by 
Count D’Artois muft be attributed, and which is here proper to be 
introduced. 

It could not but occur, that while the mal-contents continued tfr 
pefort to their chambers feparate from the National Aflembly, 
more jealou fy would be excited than if they were mixed witk 
it, and that the plot might be fufpe&ed. But as they had taken 
their ground, and now wanted a pretence for quitting it, it was 
neceflary that one ftiould be devifed. This was effectually accom- 
plilhed by a declaration made by Count D’Arfois, “ That if they 
•t took not a part in the National Ajfembly, the life of the Ting ' would 
« be endangered on which they quitted their chambers, and 
mixed with" the Aflembly in one body. 

At the time this declaration was made, it was generally treated 
as a piece of aBfurdity in Count D’Artois, and calculated merely 
to relieve the outftanding Members of the two chambers from the 
diminutive fltuation they were put in; and if nothing more had 
followed, this conclufloii would have been good. But as things 
heft explain themfelves by their events, this apparent union was 
only a cover to the machinations which were fecretly going on ; 
and the declaration accommodated itfelf to anfvver that purpofe. 

In a little time the National Aflembly found itfelf furrounded by 
troops, and thoufands more were daily arriving. On this a very 
ltrong declaration was made by the National Aflembly to the j 
King, remonft rating on the impropriety of the meafure, and de- 
manding the reafon. The King, who was not in the fecret of this 
bufinefs, as himfelf afterwards declared, gave fubftantially for 
anfvver, that he had no other objeft in view than to preferve the 
public tranquillity, which appeared to be much difturbed. 

But in a few days from this time, the plot uo r avelled itfelf. 
M. Neckar and the Miniftry were difplaced, and a new .one formed, 
of the enemies of the Revolution ; and Broglio, with between 
twenty-five and thirty thoufand foreign troops, was arrived to 
fupport them. The malk was now thrown off, and matters were 
come to a crifls. The event was, that in the fpace of three days, 
the new Miniftry and their abettors found it prudent to fly the 
nation ; the Baftille was taken, and Broglio and his foreign troops 
difperfed 5 as is already related in the former pan of this work. 

There are fome curious circumftances in the lnftory of this fhort- 
lived miniftry, and this ftiort-lived attempt at a counter revolution. 
The palace of Verfailles, where the Court was fitting, was not 
more than four hundred yards diitant from the hall where the 
National Aflembly was fitting. The two places v/ere at this 
moment like the feparate head-quarters of two combatant armies ; 
yet the Court was as perfe6tly ignorant of the information wlnen 
had arrived from Paris to the National Aflembly, as it it ^ad. 
refided at an hundred miles diftance. The then Marquis de la 
Fayette, who, (as has already been mentioned) was chotcn to pre- 
fitle in the National Aflembly on this particular occaflon, named, 
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